
Douglas Summer Reading

Letter to the Author Optional Assignment – College English I
(Adapted from Letters About Literature Program)

DIRECTIONS:  Select a book from the summer reading list for your grade level.

You may choose from the required books or the suggested titles on the back of this

page.   Then read the book and write a 1-2 page letter to the author of this book,

addressing the topics below.  Please type this, and make sure it is double spaced and

that you use size 12 Times New Roman font.  The rubric that will be used to grade

this assignment is also on the back of this page.

❖ As you read, think about and address these questions:

1) How does this book make you feel?  Happy, sad, angry, frightened, etc?

2) Do you recognize yourself or someone you know in any of the characters or

incidents?

3) What valuable lessons does it teach you about life?

❖ Tell the author how reading his or her work (name the title) somehow changed

your way of thinking about yourself or the world around you.  Make a connection

between yourself and a character or event in the story. Did the book mirror your

life in some way?  What questions did the author force you to ask yourself or

others? Do not summarize the plot of the book. Why?  The author wrote the

story and already knows what happened.  What the author doesn’t know is the

way the book affected you.  Write about you.  Be honest, personal, and

conversational.

❖ Hints:  Correspond, don’t compliment.  You are writing a reader’s response letter

and not a fan letter.  If you did not like the book or a particular character, be



specific with your reasoning. Give details from the book that defend your

opinions/thoughts.

9th grade suggested reading titles
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team and a Dream by H.G. Bissinger

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on the Board

by Bethany Hamilton
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up For Education and Changed The World by

Malala Yousafzai
The Maze Runner by James Dashner

The (*) denotes texts that may contain mature language and content.

Letter to the Author Rubric

GOAL POINTS POINTS
EARNED/COMMENTS

The letter focuses on the themes or
messages of the book and how they

have changed your (the reader’s) view
of the world or yourself.

20 points

Ideas are presented in a logical order.
There are several details from the book

to support your opinions/thoughts.
20 points

The letter is NOT a plot summary.  The
letter demonstrates that you have read

the book and understand what the author
is trying to say.  You communicate with
the author by posing questions and/or

agree with the ideas he/she has
presented.

40 points

The letter contains no grammatical
errors in punctuation, spelling, or usage.
The letter is typed and double spaced.

20 points

TOTAL POINTS
of 100




